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Representatives from the Three Affiliated Tribes, State Tourism and North
Dakota's Congressional delegation took part in the grand opening of the
MHA Nation Interpretive Center in New Town in May.

Visitors to the state-of-the art center on the shores of Lake Sakakawea and
adjacent to the Earthlodge Village, will be able to learn more about the
unique culture of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara people through displays,

MHA Nation Interpretive Center grand opening is held in
New Town



an interactive kiosk, programs and interaction with the staff. Living history
programs will tell the story of the MHA Nation.

The center has a 250-seat event room and a kitchen for preparing
traditional meals for the public at special events. A classroom will be
provided for cultural educational classes like traditional food, beading,
tanning hides, etc. There is a coffee shop and gift shop and a 500-seat
outdoor amphitheater.

Click here for more details

https://www.facebook.com/MHAInterpretiveCenter/


The North Dakota Department of Commerce has announced new grants to
help the state's travel and tourism industry withstand the negative impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Travel Agent and Tour Operators Grant (TATO) application window
opened June 1. The TATO is designed to assist travel agents and tour
operators within the travel and tourism industry. Funds from the grant are

Trio of new grants are available to help travel
and tourism industry



to be used to reimburse eligible entities for lost revenue. Eligible applicants
may be awarded up to $100,000 per qualifying location. Click here for more
TATO information.

The application window for Events and Support Services Grant (ESSG)
focusing on venue-based businesses opens June 10 at 10 a.m., CDT. While
these businesses face dramatic declines in revenue, they continue to be
pillars in both rural and urban communities across North Dakota. This grant,
which is capped at $100,000 per location, will help event centers and those
who support such venues survive the pandemic. Click here for more ESSG
information.

The USDA is making up to $3 million in cooperative agreement grants
available under the Rural Placemaking Innovation Challenge (RPIC). Eligible
entities may use the funds to help rural communities create plans to
enhance capacity for broadband access, preserve cultural and historic
structures and support development in transportation, housing and
recreational spaces. Click here for more RPIC information.

https://ndresponse.gov/covid-19-resources/covid-19-business-and-employer-resources/TATO
https://ndresponse.gov/covid-19-resources/covid-19-business-and-employer-resources/events-and-support-services-grant-essg
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/usda_rd_sa_rpic_05272021.pdf


North Dakota Tourism is taking customer service to a more personalized
level with the implementation of a live chat feature on NDtourism.com.

Visitors to the website now have the option of interacting with Tourism staff
members with specific questions between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday-
Friday. After-hours and weekend requests are answered on Mondays and
following holidays.

Visitor Services adds live chat



Tourism partners, remember, much of the shared information is taken from
NDtourism.com, making this another reason for keeping your listings
updated through partner access. Contact Scooter Pursley with help setting
up an account or accessing your existing account.

mailto:jpursley@nd.gov
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/a4d3e8da-62c5-41b4-b4cc-8d883688f6ae.png?asset_id=e4abb734-a25c-43ea-b829-d1c485f3fadd&img_etag=%2243f94c19537ce474d0e83af91c006cb9%22&size=1024


The next Tourism Industry call is scheduled for Monday, June 14. The call will
feature news on industry recovery and trends and a presentation by North
Dakota State Parks and Recreation Director Andrea Travnicek. Click here to
join the call.

Tours of the North Dakota State Capitol resumed on June 1. Tours will be
conducted Monday through Friday, on the hours between 9-11 a.m. and 1-3
p.m. Entities wishing to request group tours may fill out the tour request

Travel Tidbits

Tourism Industry call June 14

State Capitol tours resume

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDkwOTIwMTgtZThiMi00OGI1LWEwZDgtMjNjYTU3M2Y3Mzcw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25222dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25226d5dffe1-9af9-4e74-84c3-e3ac330c8cf1%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7Cjpursley%40nd.gov%7Cf7d5ecbaba094230bea208d920691bd6%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C637576458096237416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HhwJHeTPfVOMrWamKzosimu91I%2F0iwTOTsG3UbuJ9cc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.omb.nd.gov/capitol-complex/schedule-tour


form online here. Tours will not be conducted on the weekends as the
Capitol is closed on Saturdays and Sundays.

The observation deck on the 18th floor also has reopened to visitors.

North Dakota Tourism and Marketing staff Kim Schmidt and Tricia Miller
facilitated the content creation-professional development network at the
Western States Educational Seminar for Tourism Organizations (WESTO)
virtual conference in May. The conference allowing focused discussions
across tourism marketing and management areas attracted more than 100
western state tourism office staffers, including seven from North Dakota
Tourism.

WESTO virtual conference

Tourism facilitates conference

https://www.omb.nd.gov/capitol-complex/schedule-tour
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/af985a4e-09bb-4371-a3e8-6a902e62ab47.jpg?asset_id=e22189d2-d6b2-4caf-a3da-5de19b71335e&img_etag=%229a672260f7e7716500678aead52884ed%22&size=1024


A webinar to learn more about the funding opportunity available under the
Rural Placemaking Innovation Challenge (RPIC) will be held on June 24 at
1:30 p.m. CDT. In this webinar, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural
Development will provide you with the resources necessary to understand
the elements contained in the Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) to build a
complete application ahead of the deadline, including eligibility
requirements, application protocol and scoring criteria.

Click here to register

The State Historical Society of North Dakota is seeking nominations for its
annual awards program recognizing outstanding achievement in three
categories of history: Excellence in Local History, Heritage Profile Honor and
North Dakota Person of History. Details and nomination forms are available
here and must be delivered or postmarked by July 9 at 5 p.m. Contact
Ashleigh Miller at 701-328-2666 for more information.

Rural funding webinar

History nominations sought
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjcuNDExODY0ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5yZC51c2RhLmdvdi9ycGljIn0.1kWxV36lBASzhOqEfgpPa5Iv5o6rF5Pcu72sqJT164Q%2Fs%2F1519628614%2Fbr%2F107093589554-l&data=04%7C01%7Cjpursley%40nd.gov%7C1f65b0b8609e4386534408d921fc399f%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C637578189442038049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pnbJpUwLAKI86ZZmwWvwDhMRR8%2BwzKWcW6xbwv7NexU%3D&reserved=0
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6167023696195529742
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistory.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da13cda8364c0b99f233125843%26id%3D59dc5120e9%26e%3D693c7c8ae0&data=04%7C01%7Cjpursley%40nd.gov%7Cfa14d5389425446b079a08d925e5a0a3%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C637582490436826274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gigL%2ByV4b99ByzU%2BDyll9f6whyFnRGjNVCMQfmwsO38%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ashleighmiller@nd.gov


Proposed park would be called Bison World.

https://www.jamestownsun.com/business/tourism/7037701-Jamestown-planned-attraction-now-called-Bison-World
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/f35ff56e-fc5d-48b1-913b-fae57e2506fb.jpg?asset_id=3c468fe4-a8a2-40fb-b917-697b60d4d1d4&img_etag=%22e93498790bd623bb81e01586845e223a%22&size=1024


Today includes Theodore Roosevelt National Park in 40 must-see places.

https://www.today.com/shop/40-must-see-places-take-your-kids-they-re-grown-t74481
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/560e51d0-024c-489a-8b39-9d5bddf39047.jpg?asset_id=f5c15260-7e11-4476-886a-9060822cde1d&img_etag=%220ec77134a37ad85730365a28e4045bcb%22&size=1024


Roadtrippers share 11 things to do on a trip to North Dakota.

https://maps.roadtrippers.com/trips/32991547
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/79234514-91bb-4940-8fc0-62d5febdbd7b.jpg?asset_id=c147ba8a-b263-4057-a5f2-041d80224131&img_etag=%2261860205405621b8c9d81d15bb043087%22&size=1024


Reader's Digest says Medora's Fourth of July fireworks are not to be missed.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.com%2Flist%2Findependence-day-fireworks-each-state%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjpursley%40nd.gov%7C73ad74554bf848f9f6a808d921e5cbdb%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C637578093118492446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RjxphiIkfzOuS5zCJccu4nAp25RX6wnn5tiB7T06Y10%3D&reserved=0
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/78203957-3f20-4f43-bb14-fe5a502d8dc2.jpg?asset_id=62820e9d-8c07-4a5e-8f64-99393561d36b&img_etag=%22388028393498117d359479244bdc3ad7%22&size=1024


Return of daily Amtrak Empire Builder service a win for North Dakota.

https://www.kfyrtv.com/2021/05/27/return-of-daily-service-to-empire-builder-a-win-for-montana-northwestern-north-dakota/
https://spark.adobe.com/image_assets/slate/e2dc2bc2-1dc1-4c57-bb2f-06a9f95cbd0e/images/25b7c9b3-5b79-450f-b5bf-b6815f23ac25.jpg?asset_id=cb95a0e9-6c46-42d8-9074-badb74ab3d0d&img_etag=%228df281579d05cd142b8b3aa9c53da004%22&size=1024

