


One of 6 U.S. Regional Arts Organizations

Serve IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, ND, OH,            SD, 
WI, and Native Nations that                share 
that geography

Grantmaking, convening and 
education

History



Since 1985
$60 million invested across America
More than 6,000 grants awarded

In 2022
More than $3 million distributed
More than 300 communities 
408 grants awarded

2022 in North Dakota
- $320k across 
- 15 communities
- 48 grants awarded

Overview



We Support, Inform and Celebrate Midwestern 
Creativity

Vision
Midwestern Creativity Powers Thriving, Entrepreneurial 
and Welcoming Communities. 
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Community Storytelling 
What is community storytell ing?

The importance of community 
storytel l ing 

Community storytell ing as creative 
expression

Arts Midwest ’s 
storytel l ing journey

5 ways to advance storytel l ing in 
your community



What is storytelling?



The importance of 
community storytelling



Community storytelling as 
creative expression



Arts Midwest’s storytelling 
journey 
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5 ways to advance storytelling 
in your community



1. Establish community storytelling centers
2. Digital storytelling initiatives
3. Storytelling festivals and events
4. Intergenerational storytelling programs
5. Collaboration with local media and educational 

institutions



Thank You! 

Questions & Follow Up
Torrie@artsmidwest.org

612.238.8040
More info 

artsmidwest.org
usregionalarts.org
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