


WHAT IS 
PLACEMAKING?
BRIAN BILLINGSLEY, AICP, COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, CITY OF MINOT



DEFINITIONS OF PLACEMAKING
•PLACEMAKING IS A MULTI-FACETED APPROACH TO THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 

AND MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC SPACES.

•PLACEMAKING MEANS CREATING PLACES AND FOCUSES ON 

TRANSFORMING PUBLIC SPACES TO STRENGTHEN CONNECTIONS 

BETWEEN PEOPLE AND THESE PLACES.

•PLACEMAKING IS THE PROCESS OF CREATING QUALITY PLACES THAT 

PEOPLE WANT TO LIVE, WORK, PLAY AND LEARN IN.
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TIERS OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

ENTITLEMENTS

INFRASTRUCTURE:

ROADS, SEWER AND WATER LINES, UTILITIES, 

PLATTING, ETC.

PERMITTING

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION:

PERMITS, STORM WATER, PARKING, 

LANDSCAPING, SIGNS, ETC.

PLACEMAKING

PUBLIC & PRIVATE SPACES:

GATHERING SPACES, PARKS, STREETS, 

SIDEWALKS, PUBLIC ART, ETC.



CHRISTMAS TREE ANALOGY

ENTITLEMENTS PERMITTING PLACEMAKING



RECENT 
PLACEMAKING
EFFORTS IN MINOT
JESSICA ACKERMAN, AKSAL GROUP
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ONE BRAND
MARK LYMAN, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST, MINOT CHAMBER EDC



REBRANDING MINOT









WAYFINDING
BRIAN BILLINGSLEY, AICP, COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, CITY OF MINOT



• HIGHWAY SIGNS

• PRIMARY DESTINATION SIGNS

• SECONDARY DESTINATION SIGNS

CITY-WIDE 
WAYFINDING LEVELS



HIGHWAY SIGNS

• STRICT ADHERENCE TO MANUAL ON UNIFORM 

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES (MUTCD)

• UTILIZED WHERE SPEEDS ARE GREATER THAN 

45 MILES PER HOUR…OR,

• LIMITED TO LARGER DISTRICTS OF INTEREST 

TO HIGHWAY TRAVELERS

• WHITE LETTERING ON GREEN BACKGROUND

• 6 INSTALLATIONS TOTAL



HIGHWAY 
SIGN EXAMPLE
• US HIGHWAY 52, SOUTH 

OF US HIGHWAY 2 –

TRAVELING NORTHWEST



PRIMARY 
DESTINATION SIGNS

• ADHERENCE TO MUTCD WITH OPPORTUNITY 

FOR BRANDING INFLUENCE

• UTILIZED WHERE SPEEDS ARE 40 MILES PER 

HOUR OR LESS

• UP TO 3 LOCATIONS PER SIGN



PRIMARY 
DESTINATION SIGNS
• PRIMARY DESTINATIONS IDENTIFIED BY 

STAKEHOLDERS: 

• HISTORIC DOWNTOWN

• SHOPPING DISTRICT

• MAYSA ARENA

• SCANDINAVIAN HERITAGE PARK / VISITORS 

CENTER

• MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM

• ROOSEVELT PARK ZOO

• STATE FAIR CENTER

• MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY

• MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER



SECONDARY 
DESTINATION SIGNS
• TYPICALLY PLACED IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO 

DESTINATIONS IN LIEU OF DIRECTING TRAVELERS 

THROUGH THE CITY

• SECONDARY DESTINATIONS IDENTIFIED BY 

STAKEHOLDERS: 

• SOUTH HILL SOFTBALL COMPLEX

• SOURIS VALLEY GOLF COURSE

• JACK HOEVEN WEE LINKS

• MINOT HIGH SCHOOL

• MINOT NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

• CORBETT FIELD

• SERTOMA SOFTBALL COMPLEX

• DAKOTA TERRITORY AIR MUSEUM



PRIMARY SIGN 
EXAMPLES
• INTERSECTION OF BURDICK EXPRESSWAY 

(HIGHWAY 2) AND BROADWAY STREET 

(HIGHWAY 83)



• BURDICK EXPRESSWAY, WEST OF 

BROADWAY – TRAVELING EASTBOUND

PRIMARY SIGN 
EXAMPLES



PRIMARY SIGN 
EXAMPLES
• BURDICK EXPRESSWAY, EAST OF 

BROADWAY – TRAVELING EASTBOUND



DOWNTOWN 
WAYFINDING ELEMENTS







PUBLIC ART 
WALKING TOUR
UNION SILOS
JESSICA ACKERMAN, AKSAL GROUP



MINOT STREET ART



MINOT STREET ART



MINOT STREET ART



MINOT STREET ART
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ARTIST
• GUIDO VAN HELTON

• AUSTRALIA



GOAL OF 
50 STATES
• IOWA (PICTURED)

• KANSAS

• TEXAS

• MINNESOTA

• TENNESSEE

• MINOT, ND (2024)





PARKLETS
BRIAN BILLINGSLEY, AICP, COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, CITY OF MINOT



WHAT IS A PARKLET?

• A PARKLET IS SIDEWALK EXTENSION THAT PROVIDES MORE SPACE AND AMENITIES FOR PEOPLE USING 

THE STREET.

• INSTALLED IN PARKING LANES.

• TEMPORARY STRUCTURES.

• ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TOOL – ADDS SEATING CAPACITY FOR RESTAURANTS AND CAFES.

• MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH ADA REQUIREMENTS.

• ENCROACHMENT PERMIT – ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS.



CITY OF 
MINOT
PARKLET
POLICY



ADA
FOR
PARKLETS



CITY OF 
MINOT
PARKLET
APPLICATION



ECONOMIC
IMPACT



CITY OF MINOT
PLACEMAKING
PLAN
MARK LYMAN, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST, MINOT CHAMBER EDC



PLACEMAKING
PLANNING



BACKGROUND
• WHAT DOES THE COMMUNITY 

ENVISION FOR FUTURE USES OF 

PROPERTY THAT IS BEING ACQUIRED 

FOR FLOOD CONTROL?

• LEGEND:

• GREEN – NORTH DOWNTOWN PARK

• RED – CAMPGROUND/RV PARK

• ORANGE – POCKET PARKS



STAKEHOLDER 
INVOLVEMENT
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CAMPGROUND/
RV PARK

• PAVILIONS

• TRASH ENCLOSURES

• RESTROOMS
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POCKET 
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QUESTIONS
MODERATED BY DAVE LAKEFIELD, FINANCE DIRECTOR, CITY OF MINOT



THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

THE CITY OF MINOT

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC

AKSAL GROUP


