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Join Lt. Gov. Brent Sanford, Greater North Dakota Chamber (GNDC), North

Dakota Department of Commerce, Small Business Administration (SBA),

North Dakota Department of Health and Job Service North Dakota on

March 19 at 10 a.m. (CDT) for a review of the business and individual

impacts of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

This legislation is a $1.9 trillion economic stimulus package to support

the United States' recovery from the economic and health effects of the

COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing recession.

$1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021
brings financial relief to
individuals and businesses
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Topics covered by this Special Business Briefing will be extended

unemployment benefits, SBA small business relief and North Dakota-

specific benefits and resources for businesses.

To receive call-in information, attendees must register as a non-

member. A confirmation email with call specifics will be sent to the email

provided in the registration prior to the call. Please provide your

questions relating to the call during registration. These will be provided

ahead of time to the Department of Commerce so that presenters can

address your questions to the extent possible, given the dynamic

environment. Questions not addressed during the conference call will be

answered in follow-up communication.

Register here

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndchamber.com%2Fevents%2Fdetails%2Fbusiness-briefing-american-rescue-plan-250&data=04%7C01%7Ckjfinley%40nd.gov%7C07734f57d8874e489cdf08d8e8bb6b66%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C637515238953411191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S3HbyQbEVoHaFwZ64ekJE1GQcaSr3AwewFAgLBoa%2BsM%3D&reserved=0
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The Hospitality Economic Resiliency Grant PLUS expands the Hospitality

Economic Resiliency Grant (HERG) to provide funding for the

accommodation sector, which includes hotels, motels, lodges and resort

establishments. The Hospitality Economic Resiliently Grant PLUS is

intended to assist the state’s hotels, motels and lodging businesses that

have been impacted by loss of revenue due to low occupancy rates as a

result of the pandemic.

Eligible facilities may apply for up to $40,000. Applicants with more than

one facility may apply for up to $80,000 with maximum of $40,000 to be

used per location. Grant recipients are required to comply with ND Smart

Restart protocols.

Recipients of the first round of the Hospitality Economic Resiliency Grant

PLUS may be eligible for round two funds if the recipient received less

than the full eligible amount. In this case, the recipient may be eligible

for the difference between the two rounds, up the maximum distribution

allowed per grant. Different expenses from round one reimbursements

must be submitted to receive round two funds

Apply here

Hospitality Economic
Resiliency Grant PLUS
round 2 applications open

$20 million in grant funds are available

http://belegendary.link/PHERG




Legislative update



Hi everyone,
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So far, the Legislative session has been unique. With COVID-

19, Commerce leadership has worked aggressively in a

hybrid in-person and virtual environment to ensure that

legislators understand the needs of North Dakotan

residents, businesses, innovators and entrepreneurs. As we

continue to administer grants from previous federal

programs, Commerce leaders are focused on resourcing a

resilient recovery and growth effort going into the next

biennium. This will be accomplished with investments in

infrastructure, financing programs, grants and growth-

oriented efforts. As such, we are really excited to work with

our appropriators in the House over the next several weeks

prior to transitioning into conference committees.

– Commerce Commissioner James Leiman



The North Dakota Department of Commerce announced today that 22

companies were approved for a total of $3,156,757 through the North

ED&F

Development Fund approves $3,156,757 in
2020



Dakota Development Fund (NDDF).

Click here for a full list of loan recipients

“2020 was a unique year with many new
challenges that came with the COVID-19
pandemic,” North Dakota Department of
Commerce Director of Economic Development
and Finance Josh Teigen said. “Despite the
many obstacles that the year brought, our
primary sector business community remained
resilient and continued to develop new or
expanding businesses in North Dakota.”

Workforce
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AmeriCorps funding of $750,000 is available to public or private nonprofit

organizations, including labor organizations, faith-based and other

community organizations, institutions of higher education, government

entities within states or territories (e.g., cities, counties), Indian tribes or a

partnership or consortia consisting of the previously mentioned are

eligible to apply. AmeriCorps grants provide assistance to programs to

recruit, train, pay living allowance and supervise AmeriCorps members

meeting critical community needs in the areas of education, disaster

services, health, environmental stewardship, economic opportunity, and

any need in your community.

Currently, North Dakota has more than 120 AmeriCorps members serving

in communities across the state in education, capacity building, economic

opportunity and healthy futures. AmeriCorps funds can help expand

current programs and create new program opportunities within your

organization and community. The mission is to improve lives, strengthen

communities and foster civic engagement through service and

volunteering.

The application deadline has been extended to May 13, 2021.

Click here for more information

AmeriCorps funding available

Tourism-Marketing

https://belegendary.link/ND-AmeriCorps


A recent North Dakota Northern Lights Guide social media campaign was

a huge success, inspiring 8,257 unique web visits between Jan. 15 and

Feb. 15. It reached more than 75,000 people and generated more than

500,000 impressions.

Fodors Travel presented it as part of "8 Places in the U.S. to see the

Northern Lights" to its 2.4 million readers.

This campaign was inspired by North Dakota Tourism’s social audience

showing strong interest in the northern lights and many questions

surrounding how to see them. Tourism partnered with local meteorologist

and past Governor’s Photo Contest winner, Zach Hargrove of Furious Skies

Photography, to give our audience best practices for catching the elusive

northern lights in our state. Click here for Tourism's Northern Lights

Guide.

Northern Lights Guide shows power of social
media
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In the News



POVnow hosts energy round table to discuss emerging
technology ND, the world market, national energy policies and
more

Oil-friendly states fight back against sustainable investment
trend
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The 13 best things to do in Bismarck, North Dakota
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